
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  13402, o f  Columbia F e d e r a l  Savings  and Loan Associa-  
t i o n ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  Sub- sec t ion  8 2 0 7 . 2  o f  t h e  Zoning Regu la t ions  f o r  a 
s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Paragraph  3104.44 t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  a 
p a r k i n g  l o t  i n  an  R-5-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  p remises  4301, 4305 and 4309 
J e n i f e r  S t r e e t ,  N . W . ,  (Square  1 6 6 1 ,  Lo t s  11, 1 2  and 1 3 ) .  

HEARING DATE: March 1 8 ,  1981 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: March 1 8 ,  1981 (Bench Dec i s ion )  

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of J e n i f e r  
S t r e e t  between Wisconsin Avenue and 43rd S t r e e t ,  N.W.  I t  i s  i n  an  
R-5-B zone D i s t r i c t  a t  premises  known as 4301, 4305 and 4309 J e n i f e r  
S t ree t ,  N.W. 

2 .  The sub jec t  s i t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  used  as an a t t e n d a n t  p a r k i n g  
f a c i l i t y  t o  accommodate t h i r t y - e i g h t  v e h i c l e s .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  
the c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  use.  

3 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  immedia te ly  east  of a f i f t e e n  f o o t  
p u b l i c  a l l e y  which s e p a r a t e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  from t h e  p remises  
5301 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. A f i f t e e n  f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  a l so  abu t s  
t h e  s i t e  on t h e  n o r t h .  To t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  is  J e n i f e r  Street  
and t o  t h e  east  i s  43rd S t r ee t ,  N.W. A c c e s s  t o  t h e  l o t  i s  by way Of 
t h e  t w o  p u b l i c  a l l e y s  t o  t h e  w e s t  and n o r t h  o f  t h e  s i t e .  

4. The s i t e  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p remises  known as 5 3 0 1  Wisconsin 
Avenue, N.W. T h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  which i s  owned by Columbia F e d e r a l ,  i s  
improved w i t h  a f o u r  s t o r y  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a C-2-B 
D i s t r i c t .  To  t h e  rear o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  5301 Wisconsin Avenue i s  an 
o n - s i t e  p a r k i n g  area which serves approx ima te ly  t h i r t y  au tomobi l e s .  
The a t t e n d a n t ' s  s h e l t e r  which serves t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  
rear of t h i s  p a r k i n g  area a t  5301 Wisconsin Avenue. 

5. The s u b j e c t  p a r k i n g  l o t  c o n t a i n s  s p a c e s  f o r  t h i r t y - e i g h t  
au tomobi l e s .  A twenty f o o t  d r i v e  a i s l e  i s  p rov ided  between two double-  
s t a c k e d  rows o f  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  

6 .  The l o t  i s  used  f o r  customer p a r k i n g  f o r  Columbia F e d e r a l  
Sav ings  and Loan A s s o c i a t i o n  and o t h e r  t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  
as w e l l  as shopper s  and cus tomers  o f  movie t h e a t e r s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  
r e t a i l  s t o r e s  and o t h e r  nearby  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  l o c a t e d i n t h e  nearby  com- 
mercial  c o r r i d o r  f r o n t i n g  on Wisconsin Avenue. 
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7. The l o t  i s  open evenings and weekends t o  provide parking 
f o r  t h e  nearby commercial uses .  

8. T r a f f i c  d i v e r t e r s  which have been i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  corner of 
43rd and J e n i f e r  Streets have prevented t r a f f i c  from t h e  commercial 
area along Wisconsin Avenue, inc luding  t h e  bu i ld ing  a t  5 3 0 1  Wisconsin 
Avenue, from s p i l l i n g  over i n t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood. 

9 .  Both t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and t h e  o p e r a t o r  of t h e  l o t  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  no complaints w e r e  rece ived  regard ing  t h e  maintenance o r  ope ra t ion  
o f  t h e  l o t .  

1 0 .  The Department of Transpor ta t ion  by memorandum, da ted  January 
30, 1 9 8 1 ,  r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  revea led  t h a t  t he  l o t  i s  
used p r imar i ly  by pa t rons  of t h e  ad jo in ing  bank bu i ld ing ,  and customers 
of t h e  surrounding r e t a i l  es tab l i shments .  The DOT observed t h e  l o t  t o  
be c l ean ,  n e a t ,  i n  good phys ica l  condi t ion  and t h e r e f o r e  o f f e r e d  no 
o b j e c t i o n s  t o  i t s  continued use.  

11. Advisory Neighborhood Commission - 3E, by r e p o r t  da ted  January 
1 2 ,  1981, s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  on a block where o f f - s t r e e t  
parking i s  despe ra t e ly  needed, and t h e r e f o r e  supported t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
provided t h e  a p p l i c a n t  keeps t h e  sidewalk c l e a r e d  of snow, and cont inues 
t o  keep t h e  l o t  f r e e  of l i t t e r .  The Board f i n d s  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  
ANC of keeping t h e  sidewalk c l e a r  dur ing  inclement weather t o  be a reason- 
able one, and w i l l  r eques t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  t o  do so. 

1 2 .  There w e r e  s e v e r a l  le t ters  of suppor t  from t h e  commercial 
c o r r i d o r  usersof  t h e  l o t .  

13. There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g ran t ing  of  t h e  app l i ca t ion .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAW AND O P I N I O N :  - 
Based an t h e  foregoing f ind ings  of f a c t  and t h e  evidence of r eco rd ,  

t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  requirements 
of Paragraph 3104.44 of t h e  Zoning Regulations.  The Board concludes,  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h a t  t h e  l o t  i s  both necessary and convenient t o  o t h e r  
uses  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and t h a t  no adverse e f f e c t  w i l l  r e s u l t  from t h e  
con t inua t ion  of t h i s  l o t  on t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o r  f u t u r e  development 
of t h e  neighborhood. The Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  t h e  g r a n t  of 
t h i s  s p e c i a l  except ion  w i l l  be i n  harmony wi th  t h e  genera l  purpose and 
i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulations and Map. Accordingly, it i s  ORDERED 
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  fol lowing C O N D I T I O N S :  
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1. 

2. 

3 .  

A p p r o v a l  s h a l l  be fo r  a per iod of FIVE YEARS 
f r o m  t h e  da te  of e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e  prev ious  
C e r t i f i c a t e  of O c c u p a n c y ,  namely u n t i l  
D e c e m b e r  2 9 ,  1985.  

The app l i can t  s h a l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  t he  requi rements  
of A r t i c l e  74  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  

T h e  a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  exped i t ious ly  remove a l l  
accumulated snow f r o m  t h e  s i d e w a l k  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
space ad jo in ing  the  l o t .  

VOTE: 3-0 ( C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh and C o n n i e  Fo r tune  
t o  GRANT; D o u g l a s  J. P a t t o n  n o t  vo t ing ,  n o t  p re sen t  a t  t h e  
hear ing  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n ) .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D.C. BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Executive D i r e c t o r  

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO D E C I S I O N  OR 
ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN DAUS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES O F  PRACTICE AND 
PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT. I t  

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE 
E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  
FOR A B U I L D I N G  PERMIT OR C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  W I T H  THE 
DEPARTMENT O F  L I C E N S E S ,  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,  AND I N S P E C T I O N S .  


